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PREFACE

The Third Conference on Stereology in Meterials Science, STERMAT’90, was
held in Szczyrk, a winter sport centre in South Poland, from 2nd to 5th October 1990.
This series of conferences was initiated in 1983 in order to promote closer contact
and cooperation between Polish stereoiogists. The observed rapid growth in
international scientific exchange prompted us to open our local meeting for all the
stereologists working in the field of materials science. The conference language was
changed into English and information about the event was given in the ISS

Newsletter.
Finally the conference had 90 attendants, 11 of them from abroad. The
conference guests came from Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Hungary, United
Kingdom, USA and USSR; among them were the lSS President, Dr. Jean-Louis
Chermant and one of the ISS-founders, Prof. Ervin E. Underwood. During the four
conference days 34 contributions were presented in oral and poster form and
discussed, discussed, discussed... This large contribution of discussion seems to be

the largest success of the meeting.
Thanks to the conference sponsors we were able to balance the conference fee
at resonably low level and include attractive social programme. The conference was
sponsored by: Central Research Programs No. 2.4 and 02.08, Institute of Metallurgy
- Academy of Mining and Metallurgy, Institute of Materials Science - Silesian
University of Technology, Quality Steel Plant "Batory" and producers of the scientific
equipment : MS2l - Comef, Overseas Marketing Corporation Ltd. - Joyce Loebl,
Opton, Rank Xerox and Reichert; these enterprisses took also part in the scientific

equipment exhibitio.
The heavy organisation work was done by many, many poeple from the
Organizing Committee who devoted a lot of their energy and private time to the final
success of the meeting. The most responsible work was done by my colleagues: Dr.
J. Cwajna, Dr. K. Satora and Dr. L. Wojnar.
Thanks to the courteous invitation from Prof. Miroslav Kalisnik, Editor-in-chief, we

have the pleasure to present the selected contributions submitted for STERMAT’9O in
this special issue of Acta Stereologica. As the majority of conference guests have
prepared for our meeting their review papers which seems to be interesting for the
whole Society, they are selected for this issue. Unfortunately, the volume of Acta
Stereologica disabled us to publish all the valueable works. However, a limited
number of Conference Proceedings (in English) is still available. All the interested in
purchasing them are asked to send their inquiries to Prof. J. Hys, lnstytut Metalurgii
AGH, Al. Mickiewicza 30, 30- 059 Krakow, Poland. Below you can find the contents of
STERMAT’90 Conference Proceedings:
Aboav DA. The stereology of the intergranular surface of metal.
Adrian H. Statistical characteristics of selected polyhedra.
Berkowski L, Pachutko B. The relations between the parameters of structure and

selected mechanical properties of 6-5-2 steel.
Bodziony J. Polish stereoiogists.

