
ACTA STEREOL 1987; 6/SUPPL ll: 43-56
ISSCOMNEMORAHVEMEMOHALVOLUME
DSCOURSE

STEREOLOGY: HISTORICAL NOTES AND RECENT EVOLUTION

Luis M. Cruz—Orive

Anatomisches Institut der Universitat Bern,
Postfach 139, CH—3000 Bern 9, Switzerland.

ABSTRACT

In the first part of this paper a recent discovery is
reported of an early use of the term 'STEREOLOGIE', completely
different from the current one. The rest of the paper constitu-
tes an informal account on the recent evolution of stereology,
notably on the estimation of particle number, mean size and
size distributions. Perhaps the main conclusion reached in
this paper takes the form of a good advice given by the late
Hans Elias in his After—Dinner talk at the Second International
Congress for Stereology (Elias, 1967): “ltis upto ussterafloghts
to keep our eyes and ears open ...“
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INTRODUCTION

This paper constitutes an informal account of some histori-
cal notes on the one hand, and of personal reflections and
viewpoints on the state—of—the—art in the stereology of parti-
cles on the other.

The main historical note (next section) might convey some
perplexity, even a bit of disillusion — mild, I hope! — to many
stereologists. I tend to imagine, however, that Hans Elias
himself would have seen the note with more excitement and
curiosity than disappointment. In order to illustrate the
sportsmanlike attitude of H. Elias, let me quote the following
paragraph from his Introductory Remarks to the First Interna-
tional Congress for Stereology, in which he refers to another
Honorary Member, also Founder of the ISS, who, alas, also left
us recently:

“One day an anatomical mathematician from Munich
asked me in a very polite letter whether I would resent
if he published a correction to one of my papers which
dealt with the percentage-wise distribution of axial




























